Becoming

By Jacquelyn Fogel

RESCUE REVISTED
I have never been a fan of rescue.  But until lately I used to say so very quietly, and only around good friends who would at least listen to me for a few minutes before launching into self-righteous diatribes about the importance of saving all the puppies in our dear breed.  Back when rescue began in earnest, I would ask why people thought saving an ill-tempered, sick, or dying Basset produced by a less-than-reputable breeder was more important than finding good homes for the hundreds of healthy, nice-tempered mixed breeds  in shelters.  (That was before mixed-breed rescue even got started in this business.)  And make no mistake about it – rescue is now big business – with a feel-good title.  That was also when I had no trouble finding homes for my well-bred, beautiful, and healthy purebred Basset puppies.

Oh, how things have changed in just twenty years.
Now we are told by Animal Rights people that the only proper way to own a dog is to rescue one.  And the gullible public has begun singing the rescue hymn with all the verve of a Baptist choir.  It feels good to rescue a dog, and not so good to buy an intentionally bred, healthy purebred dog.  Never mind that the rescue dog has probably been intentionally bred by a commercial kennel or backyard breeder interested primarily in making a few bucks, and not at all interested in the health of the dog or where it ends up.  On the other hand, the well-bred, purebred dog results from carefully selected parents who have gone through a multitude of health checks.  The public has been warned that purebreds are unhealthy, and mixed breeds have hybrid vigor – and they believe the scientific-sounding nonsense.  How many breeders even understand that “hybrid vigor” is a phrase that cannot be used for mixed breed dogs since it refers only to mixing species, and all dogs, regardless of their breed, are the same species?  And how much health-related data is collected on mixed breed rescues?
Good breeders are being punished by the current system.  We run all of the expensive health checks, carefully produce healthy dogs, pay to compete with our dogs, and accept all returns from buyers with no questions asked.  Many breeders, like me, have a kennel full of older puppies we held on to in hopes they would be good show dogs – but did not, retired champions we do not plan to breed, retired brood bitches, and the current crop of show dogs and brood bitches, along with a few good stud dogs for added excitement.  We cannot possibly breed another litter because we have so many dogs to feed and care for now, that the thought of bringing five to seven more puppies into this mix is unworkable.  There are simply not enough hours in the day.  Then add to that mixture the time it takes to find and screen puppy buyers, and you have two full-time jobs.
I want to suggest something radical for breed rescues operated by national breed clubs.  Support your member breeders first, and if there is enough time or resources after that, then find homes for the sub-standard purebreds that wind up in shelters.

I would really love to call a Basset breed rescue person and tell them I have two six-month old healthy puppies, two retired brood bitches, and a middle-aged retired special that need to find loving homes.  While I would like a little money for the healthy six-month old puppies, I just want good homes for the rest.  But as a quality breeder, I am expected to do this all by myself – or be branded a puppy mill.  Meanwhile good homes are found for all of the sub-standard shelter rescues.  This is all backward!
Current rescue operations are simply a way to keep sub-standard breeders in business.  Those breeders do not care where their puppies land after the initial sale.  They got their money from the first sale, and that is all that counts.  If their dogs go into shelters or on the streets it does not matter – they are busy producing the next batch of sub-standard dogs to show up in rescue.  They do not have reputations to guard – they like being anonymous.  And the buyers that may have been interested in my well-bred puppies are too busy feeling good about themselves for rescuing a dog to realize that they have just added to the problem of sub-standard dog production.  They do not know that those sub-standard dogs could cost them more in the long run than the higher purchase price they would have paid for a well-bred puppy.  They get to feel good because they “adopted a rescue.”
The public has been sold a bill of goods about rescue.  The feel-good title has hooked them.  Perhaps I should incorporate my own rescue organization.  When I run out of my older or retired dogs to place, I will simply start convincing people to take the new puppies I am producing.  I could incorporate as a non-profit organization, collect donations from an unsuspecting public, and charge an adoption fee for well-bred dogs.  I already take dogs back, so I really would not have any more work to do – but I would have the feel-good title instead of the formerly respected title of quality breeder.
Or I could continue to write about, and expose the game for what it is – and continue to take pride in producing and selling top-quality Basset puppies.  I guess I have already made my choice.  It will be hard to regain public trust and work toward re-educating the puppy buyers.  Perhaps the AKC and Westminster Kennel Club (sponsored by a company that promotes rescue in all of its advertising) would like to come along with me.  I would welcome their support.
